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supervisor In the common routine, I may be
nominated on the Collectors' list; and this is
always a business purely of political patronage*
A collectorship varies much from better than
two hundred a-year to near a thousand. They
also come forward by precedency on the list,
and have, besides a handsome income, a life of
complete leisure. A life of literary leisure,
with a decent competence, is the summit of my
wishes. It would be the prudish affectation of
silly pride in me, to say that I do not need, or
would not be indebted to a political friend; at
the same time, Sir, I by no means lay my affairs
before you thus, to hook my dependent situa-
tion on your benevolence. If, in my progress
of life, an opening should occur where the good
offices of a gentleman of your public character
and political consequence might bring me for-
ward, I will petition your goodness with the
same frankness and sincerity as I now do ray-
self the honour to subscribe myself3 8cc*
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